Brachial plexus anatomy.
The brachial plexus may be visualized simply as beginning with five nerves and terminating in five nerves. It begins with the anterior rami of C5, C6, C7, C8, and the first thoracic nerve. It terminates with the formation of the musculocutaneous, median, ulnar, axillary, and radial nerves. The intermediate portions are displayed in sets of threes: three trunks are formed, followed by three divisions, then three cords. Each trunk gives rise to two divisions and each cord gives rise to two branches. The lateral cord divides into the musculocutaneous nerve and the lateral branch of the median nerve. The medial cord divides into the medial branch of the median nerve and the ulnar nerve. The posterior cord divides into the axillary and the radial nerves. The anatomy of the brachial plexus can be confusing, especially because of frequent variations in length and caliber of each of its components.